Introduction

betrayal prompted by base motives of self-seeking. He
was known to have been associated with the Whig leaders
for years, and to have employed his pen in their interest.
Then, as they fell from power, he became the friend
of Harley and St. John, he attacked and lampooned
Godolphin, Wharton, and Marlborough, he edited The
Examiner, and he wrote pamphlets advocating Tory doc-
trines in Church and State and an early cessation of the
war. It is easy to put the worst interpretation on Swift's
change of front. But, if lesser men are led by simple and
obvious motives, this is rarely true of larger natures.
Swift, by upbringing and association, regarded himself as
a Whig, and continued in that belief after it had ceased to
be true in fact and meaning. By 1710 his ecclesiastical
and political views had nothing in common with Whig
doctrine. He was a High Churchman, he was intolerant
of Dissent, he disliked the professional soldier, and he
favoured negotiation for an early peace, suspecting the
intention of those who advocated a continuance of the war.
He honestly believed that England had nothing to gain
and much to lose by carrying on the fight under pressure
from Holland and to satisfy what he held to be the selfish
ambitions of Marlborough. He was deserting no con-
victions when he took the opportunity which came to him
under official recognition of the government. The beliefs
to which he lent his superb gifts as a pamphleteer were
his own. And Harley, to whom he chiefly looked, was not,
it must be remembered, a high-flying Tory, He was a
moderate man of Whig extraction, who was regarded with
suspicion by country squires and the October Club.1 Swift
recognized, before he changed his allegiance, that neither
he nor the principles for which he stood had anything in
common with or had anything to gain from the Whig party.2
1 See p. 194 a.21
* Swift's Memoirs relating to that Change which happened in the Queen's
Ministry (Prose Works, v. 359-90) carries conviction if it be redd as a
defence of his conduct at this time.
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